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AUTHORS START WORK ON 
HISTORY OF OUR TOWN 


The announcement that Odell and Willard 
Shepard are about to start work on their 
history of New London will be welcome 
news to our membership and to hundreds of 
people in New London and throughout the 
state, Following a special meeting of 
the Finance and Executive Committees, 
authors met late in January with the 
president and a member of the Executive 
Committee for a discussion of the general 
plan for the history. A contract has 

been prepared and will be offered to the 
Shepards as this issue of the Bulletin 
goes to the printer. We hope that the 
authors will be at work on their great 
task as you read this account of the back~- 
ground for the project toward which the 
society has been working for two years, 


the 


A grant of $250.00 from the Bodenwein 
Foundation, together with cash and pledges 
From many members and friends of the So- 
ciety, has brought the total to over 
$2000.00. A recent bequest from a former 
New London member of the Society has en- 
abled us to pass the halfway mark of 
$2500.00, the sum needed to start the 
authors on their task, 


ft is, of course, satisfying to have 
reached the halfway mark, But we are 
aware of our duty to complete the job 
within the coming year, Those who have 
not already sent us their contribution are 
urged to do so. We hope to interest the 
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business concerns of New London and the 
surrounding area in giving their financial 
support to the history which will include 
an account of the industrial growth of 

New London and its neighboring towns. 
Those who have their roots in our soi] 
must, we believe, feel a strong compulsion 
to support this record of industrial ex- 
pansion, Several years ago, in attempting 
to arrange an exhibit of the industrial 
history of the area, we discovered that 
few concerns had given thought to an or- 
ganized account of their history. 


The collections of the Society are, of 
course, being placed at the service of the 
authors. In addition, every member of the 
Society is requested to make available 
family records and other manuscript mate- 
rial that may throw new light on New Lon- 
don of an earlier time. Waterford and 
Groton will be given expansive treatment, 
and other peripheral towns will be in- 
cluded as they fit into the New London 
Story. As time and strength permit, the 
Shepards will be glad to talk or corre- 
spond with anyone who offers helpful in- 
formation. A letter can be addressed to 
them at Jordan Cove Circle, Waterford, or 
in care of the Society, 


We are sure that all join in wishing Odell 
and Willard Shepard Godspeed in their pre- 
paration of the New London history, a 
project the Society is proud to sponsor. 


REVOLUTIONARY FIFE TO BE 
PLAYED AGAIN ON FEBRUARY 23 


The sound of the fife and the drum will 
be heard in the Shaw Mansion on Monday, 
February 23rd, during the annual open 
house program of the Society. Music that 
was popular during the Revolutionary War 
will be played on a fife that was used 
during the war by David Phelps, a New 
London soldier boy, whose descendant, the 
late Wilfred A Parker of New York City, 
bequeathed the instrument to the Society, 


Dr. Paul F, Laubenstein, for many years a 


member of the Connecticut College faculty, 


and a notable musician, will bring the 
fife to life again in a series of authen- 
tic 18th century airs. The drummer will 
be Chief Musician Carl Walther of the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy Band, 


This period music will serve to remind 
visitors of the time when the Shaw Man- 
sion was the center of New London's 
political and social life, when Nathaniel 
Shaw, Jr., was the Naval Agent for Con- 
necticut, 


The Society's president took the fife to 
the Music Division of the Library of Con- 
gress last November in an attempt to 
identify its maker, An extensive search 
was made among the Library's many notable 
instruments, but no fife identical to it 
was found. 


The Washington's Birthday program will 
also include a reading of two addresses 
of the first president, his farewell 
orders to the armies, delivered near 
Princeton, November 2, 1783, and his ad- 


dress to Congress on resigning his commis- 


sion, at Annapolis, December 23, 1783. 
Russell White Harris, well known New Lon- 
don teacher and lecturer on aspects of 
the American scene, will deliver these 
addresses. Mr. Harris was a Ford Fellow 


in 1953-54, 


A special collection of Washington papers 
and objects of his period will be on dis- 
play, and the famous Washington Room will 
be open to visitors, 


All interested persons are invited to 
this holiday celebration which will con- 
' tinue from 2 to §. The program of music 
and readings will start at 3 o'clock, 


Coffee and punch will be served from & to 


5. Children will be welcomed when accom- 
panied by an adult. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT EXAMINES SHAW 
PAPERS FOR HISTORICAL RECORD 


Rear Admiral E. M. Eller, Director of 
Naval History, visited the Mansion early 
in December to examine the Society's col- 
lection of letters and documents relating 
to the Shaw family's participation in the 
maritime affairs of the nation during the 
Revolutionary period. 


After a careful examination of the entire 
collection, Admiral Eller selected several 
hundred letters, receipts and account pages 
for microfilming for use in the projected 
history of the Navy In the Revolutionary 
War. Publication of this work is planned 
during the next two years, 


No finer use of this unpublished material 
can be imagined, By this means the re- 
searcher will learn much that would other- 
wise be lost to him. The large collection 
of Shaw papers presented by the family to 
Yale University has already been filmed by 
the Navy Department. 


Following Admiral Eller's visit to New 
London, several fine publications were 

sent for placement in the Society's library, 
They include two volumes on naval aviation, 
an address, ''The U. S. Navy, its influence 
upon history'', by the Secretary of the 
Navy, and useful bibliographical and in- 
formational pamphlets, 


LEAGUE MEETING TO FEATURE TALK 
ON GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH ¢ 


A meeting of the Connecticut League of 
Historical Societies at the Connecticut 
Historical Society in Hartford, Saturday, 
February 14, will feature a talk on-new 
developments in genealogical research, 
speaker at the afternoon session will be 


The 


Fremont Rider, librarian for 25 years at 


Wesleyan University, and chairman of the 
Microcard Foundation since 1945, Mr. 
Rider's long and varied experience in 
library and editorial fields has equipped 
him richly for this presentation, He is 
the author of many genealogical works, In- 
cluding ''American Genealogical Index'', 


The morning session which will follow a 
brief business meeting at 10:20 will in- 
clude two discussion panels, The first, 
"Developing interest in local history'', 
will include presentations by Dwight C, 
Lyman, chairman of the League's Education- 
al committee, on Local History and the 
schools; Robert Craig, Secretary of the 


Cheshire Socfety, on Exhibits and Dis- 
plays; and Whitney L. Brooks, League 
president, on Area Preservation, The 
second panel will center on the problems 


of finance and membership, and will be | = 
made up of professional workers In these © 


fields, Questions from the floor will be 
invited after each panel, 


You are cordially invited to attend this 
meeting at 1 Elizabeth Street, Hartford. 

Please take along a box lunch, Dessert 

and coffee will be provided by the host 

society. | | 


DART FAMILY RECORDS OFFERED 
TO: NEW LONDON DESCENDANT 


An 18th century Bible found in the home 
of a Yonkers, 
ord of the Dart family. which is offered 
to an interested New London descendant. 
A letter from Dr. Samuel Kahn to the So- 
clety reads in part: 


"Enclosed within the Bible is a fam- 
ily history beginning with one | 
Richard Dart born in London, England 
in 1635, and who emigrated to New 
London, Conn. in 1656, It continues 
with Daniel Dart, son of Richard, 
born in New London in 1666 and then 
Fbenezer Dart, son of Daniel, born 
in New London in 1698, The records 
continue down the years to one 
Elizabeth Starr Dart, born in New 
London in 1879 and died fn 1892, 


"Since these records are of no value 
to me | would very much like to know 
the whereabouts of any of the mem- 
bers of this Dart family, so that | 
could forward this valuable family 
history to them, Some of the other 
names in the book are as follows: 


Ebenezer Dart married to Rebecca 
Moore in 1722; Joseph Dart son of 
Ebenezer married to Abigail Bramard 
(?) in 1762; Joseph Dart II son of 
Joseph | married to Sara Hurd in 1792 


"The results of this marriage are 14 
children who married men and women 
of the following names: 


Maria Dart married Joel Jones 1815; 
Maria - 2nd marriage to M, P. Ormsby 
1827; Russel Dart married Margaret 
Matilda Scherok 1824; Joseph 111 mar- 
ried Dortha Denison 1830: Clarrisa 
marrfed Wm, C. White 1832, etc, 


N.Y., doctor contains a rec- 
Qid Town Mill, 


'! wonder if you have any information 
for me. They may have been related 

to one Clifford Harmon of Harmon-on- 
Hudson, N.Y.. in whose home 1! now live, 
and who was killed during World War 
[!. Thank you very much for any help 
you can offer,!’ | 


Interested persons are invited to reply to 


Dr. Kahn in care of the New London County 
Historical Society, 11 Blinman Street, 
Their letters will be forwarded to him. 


MERIDEN SOCIETY OFFICER SENDS 
VIEW OF OLD NEW LONDON MILL 


One of the new year's first letters came 
from .Mrs, Stella B, Milroy, vice-presi- 
dent ‘of the Meriden Historical Society. 

It contained a 1905 postcard view of our 

A sign to the right of the 
mill entrance reads ''Board Planing.!! A 
horse tethered to a tree looks through an 
open window at the shirt-sleeved operator 
or customer waiting for his work to be done, 


This card thus throws light on a recent 
period of the mill's history that sl aay 
otherwise be forgotten, | 


Mrs. Milroy wrote, "In getting a collection 
together of the old postcards | came across 
this one of your lovely mill; isn't this 
restoration one of your projects? | 
thought you might like to have it for your 
collection. I'm trying to make a ''then and 
now'' folio; if you have any of Meriden, | 


would indeed like to have them,!! 


Mrs. Milroy's generous gesture suggests an 


exchange of views to increase collections 


in historical societies, 


We are happy to announce that New London's 
official interest in the Old Town Mill Is 
reviving. 


MATERIAL PROVIDED FOR GUIDE BOOKS 


This is the season when seed catalogs and 
vacation literature arrive, Two requests 
have come to the Society in recent weeks 
for pictorial material for inclusion in 
brochures designed to attract tourists to 
New England, 


Mr. Stephen Winship, publisher of the annual 
New England Guide, has written, ''To us New 
England is much more than hot dogs and out- 
board motors.'' For assistance in the New 
London area picture story he is planning for 
the 1959 issue, we have sent him several 


photographs of marine interest, 


Mr, Austin West, public relations officer 
of the Orient Point Ferry Company, sought 
our help In the preparation of a booklet 
to be given to passengers when they board 
the New London bound ferry. We provided 
him with a fine picture of the Shaw Man- 
sion, and through the courtesy of a very 
able amateur photographer we loaned him 
several excellent color slides of his- 
toric New London places, 


When you search vainly for interesting 
views of the distant places you visit, 
you can appreciate the dependence that is 
placed by the researcher on the histori- 
cal society and the library for pictures 
of places and people, 


SOCIETY TO PARTICIPATE IN 
LINCOLN SESQUICENTENNIAL 


The American people, through their repre- 
sentatives in Congress, have expressed 
their wish to commemorate the 150th anni- 
versary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, 
They have not forgotten the virtues ex- 
emplified by him, and they intend to per- 
petuate them in the American way of life, 


The Lincoln Sesquicentennial Commission, 
established by Congress, has urged that 
state and local governments plan and pro- 
duce programs honoring Abraham Lincoln, 
These may be held at any time during 1959, 
with special activities during February, 
the month of his birth, 


Although Lincoln stopped only briefly tn 
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New London twice in 1860, a short time be- — 
fore his nomination for the Presidency, he 
made a lasting impression on those who met 
him here. The man who said, ''History is 
not history unless it is the truth," will 
be remembered with honor throughout the 
nation, . 


At the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, at 
Springfield, Illinois, and at Gettysburg, 
special programs have been arranged. 
People from all walks of life will meet to 
pay their respects to the memory of the 
Great Emancipator. 


The Society plans to participate in the 
Sesquicentennial program. During February 
a collection of pictorial and documentary 
material will be displayed at the Shaw 
Mansion. A special Lincoln program will 
be presented to the membership during the 
year. 


A request is made of the membership to lend 
any documents or pictures relating to Lin- 
coln for display during this celebration, 
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